Learning the Books of the New Testament

By Jonathan “Jay” Polinkas

Use the New Testament set to music such as the Bible Break series or the AWANA Books of the Bible song.

We practice it with the Sparks occasionally during Green Meadow Time and other times as a “filler” activity.

We further encourage the Sparks to learn the New Testament by the “Books of the Bible” challenge.

If a Sparkie can say the Books of the New Testament correctly, in order, in less than 25 seconds (or the Old Testament in less than 30 seconds), they earn a glow-in-the-dark hat.  If they mess up, and can correct themselves, they can keep going.  Most of the kids that say it correctly are in the 12 to 16 second range.

During Sparkle-time, I ask each of the color teams if anyone would like to try to say the Books of the Bible.  I take each one out in the hallway (public places only!), explain the rules, and say “Ready, Set, Go”.  I start the stopwatch on my watch when they say the name of the first book.  If they go past 25 (or 30) seconds, I say “Time”, and explain where they got stuck or what book(s) were missed.  Send them back to their team with an encouraging word.  They get their hat at award time with great enthusiasm and much encouragement. 

We do this on a time available basis.  The Sparkies only get one try per night.  There is limited time and sometimes I can only get to one or two teams per night.  So I rotate which color team I start with. 

