Sparks Green Meadow Time Object Lessons

By Jonathan “Jay” Polinkas, misterjay@bellsouth.net
(Go to www.awanafl.org for more object lessons)


Object lessons are simple, easy to do, and effective (Jesus did them)

Basic Requirements For Doing An Object Lesson:

1. Keep it short (5 to 15 minutes)

A good rule of thumb is your audience’s attention span is approximately 1 minute for every year of age, plus 1.  So, a 5 year olds attention span (5 yrs + 1) is 6 minutes 

2. Pick an Object that the Audience can Relate to

3. Include a Bible Verse or Truth

We want to share God’s word.  It is best to focus on a something that will bring them closer to salvation or better discipleship.

4. Be Upbeat or Energetic

It keeps their interest and makes it more likely to sink in.

5. Pray Hard

Pray that the kids will be touched by God’s word.  

Example: I used my key ring to talk about having the key to heaven.  I coupled that with Acts 16:31 – the key to getting to heaven is “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved”.

To present the lesson, start by talking about and asking questions about your object.  Asking questions is better; it gets the Sparkies to be involved from the beginning.  In my lesson, I held up the keys and asked what these are for (getting into something or someplace).  Remember there are no wrong answers.  Some answers are just closer to your point then others!).

After you have gotten as much input as you want, then you can transition to your spiritual point.  Then I held up an invisible key and asked what this key was for.  After some answers I said that it was my special key to get me into Heaven.  Then I asked if they knew Acts 16:31.  After we recited it a few times, I said that was my key to Heaven.  I had believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and I was sure that I was going to Heaven.  Then we talked a little more about how to get this key.

On salvation lessons, I close with “If you want to talk to about this some more, you can talk to me or one of the leaders afterward.”  I don’t push the invitation because the Sparkies will follow one another and not know what they are doing or why.  If the Holy Spirit is drawing them, they will come afterwards.

That’s it.  Its that simple.  I will usually follow your Green Meadow Time with some questions for the kids, or not depending on time remaining.

Skipper Book:  Rank Path, Section 1

John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Suggested Object: Life Preserver

Object Lesson: 

· Keeps you safe or protects your life while boating.

Spiritual Lesson: 

· When you trust Jesus as your Savior, He becomes your Spiritual life preserver. 

· He makes sure that you go to Heaven.

· Once it’s on, it stays on forever.

Skipper Book:  Red Jewel 1, Section 4

1 Cor. 15:3 – “…Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.”

Suggested Object: The Bible

Object Lesson:

· The Bible tells us true and historically accurate facts about Jesus.

· Archeologists (people that dig up old things) continue to find old things that prove the people/places/events described in the Bible are true.

Spiritual Lesson:

· The Bible tells us the Jesus Christ died for our sins.

· Talk about what sins are (lying, cheating, being mean, etc), what God has to do about them (punish us by keeping us out of heaven), and why its so important that Jesus died for them (took our punishment so we could one day go to heaven).
Skipper Book:  Red Jewel 2, Section 3

James 2:10 – “ For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend at one point, he is guilty of all.”

Suggested Object: A copy of some school rules, and of the 10 Commandments

Object Lesson:

· Talk about why it’s important to follow the rules.

· Ask if anyone has ever broken a rule at home or school and what was the consequence.

Spiritual Lesson:

· God gave us some rules to live by (talk about the 10 commandments)

· Only Jesus was able to follow the rules.  Because we are human, we will break some of the rules because we can’t help it.

· What’s our punishment for breaking God’s rules and how to avoid it?
